
Questions with Notice under Standing Order No. 6 – Full Council, 19 MAY 2022. 
 

 

QUESTION 1: 
Councillor Birt to the Executive Member for Property & Projects   
 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY DEBT: 
As you confirmed “there is no specific mechanism to keep all members informed” about the following 
important financial indicator I request an update with our current position:  
 

(a) Within our commercial property portfolio, what is the value of outstanding debt owed to the 
Council 90 days after the original settlement date? 

(b) Within our commercial property portfolio, what is the value of debt written off in the 
previous tax year, 6 April 2021 to 5 April 2022 inclusive?  

(c) Within our commercial property portfolio, what is the value of debt written off in the current 
tax year (commencing 6-April-2022) to date? 

RESPONSE:  
 (a) - £311,936.88 
 (b) – Nil 
 (c) – Nil 

 

 

QUESTION 2: 
Councillor Birt to the Leader (as Chair of Cabinet) 
 
Cabinet is a meeting open to the public, however we continue to encourage members of the public to 
watch on YouTube rather than attend in person, although they are entitled to do so. The published 
agenda made it clear that the meeting would be live streamed however this did not happen, nor was it 
recorded, despite all members present using the desk microphones as usual. 
 
Cllr Morton and I attended Cabinet and there was no announcement or declaration about any technical 
issues; nor were any IT support people visible trying to fix the "technical issue". The failure was only 
disclosed after I requested a copy of the audio from the meeting later that day. 
 
While I accept technical issues occur, I can see no reasonable justification for not recording the meeting 
locally and posting that as soon as possible afterwards, worst case scenario just the audio. 
 
If I had been informed, I could have provided a professional grade audio recorder separate from anything 
else. 
 
Effectively this became a meeting closed to the public. 
(a) Why was there no notification of the problem to all members present? 
(b) Why was the meeting not video recoded locally? 
(c) Why was there no alternative backup solution? 

 

RESPONSE: 
We continue to encourage members of the public to watch all Council meetings via YouTube, and this 
information can be found on the front of all Council Agenda’s together with the relevant link. This, of 
course does not preclude the public attending any of the Council’s public meetings in person.  
 
The IT team were unable to completely identify the cause of the issue as it took place out of hours, but it 
is suspected that it was caused by an update that caused the Zoom account to become unlinked from the 



device, and they were not able to resolve the issue prior to the meeting starting at 9.30am. The issue has 
now been resolved and the equipment is now fully functional again. 
 
The legal requirement for holding a meeting is that a meeting should take place at a single specified 
geographical location and that attending such meetings means physically attending them and being 
present means being physical present at that location.   “Being open to the public” means that the public 
must be able to be in attendance at that location.  Streaming or recording a meeting is not a legal 
requirement and has developed during the pandemic.  
 
As there is no legal requirement to record or live stream the council meetings, the decision was taken 
immediately prior to the start of the meeting to forego the live streaming which also meant that audio 
was not recorded. There is no alternative solution as there is no legal requirement to record or 
livestream meetings. 
 

 

 

 


